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(course description)

This course is an exploration of political theories of close human relationships.
Although it will be primarily focusing on romantic relationships, it will also
discuss friendships, as well as the places where these two kinds of relationships
intersect, and the ways in which they interact. Examples of the six topics in this
course include the biological bases of attraction and love, relationship formation
and dissolution, interaction patterns, and the social context of relationships (e.qg.,
the influence of others). The students will have an opportunity to understand
romantic relationships deeply through group-based debates in the class. They
will also find that this course contains unexpected arguments that can change the
way they look at romantic relationships, both from academic and applied, “real-
life” perspectives, and | look forward to joining them on that exploration.
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(teaching and assessment methods for course objectives)
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(course content and homework / tests schedule)
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(textbook & other references)

1. R. Sternberg (1988). The Triangle of Love: Intimacy, Passion, Commitment. Basic Books.

2. K. Carnelley and R. Janoff-Bulman (1992), “Optimism about Love Relationships: General vs
Specific Lessons from One’s Personal Experiences,” Journal of Social and Personal Relationships,
9(1): 5-20.

3. R. Baumeister and S. Wotman (1994), Breaking Hearts: The Two Sides of Unrequited Love.
Guilford Press.

4. C.Hendrick and S. Hendrick (2003), “Romantic Love: Measuring Cupid’s Arrow,” in S. Lopez and
C. Snyder, eds., Positive Psychological Assessment: A Handbook of Models and Measures
(Washington, DC, US: American Psychological Association): 235-249.
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(teaching aids & teacher's website)
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