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Taiwan is an island of fascinating cultural complexity and great artistic
creation, and its culture and art bear witness to the great historical changes that
have taken place over the past century. The course takes a detailed, critical look
at modern Taiwan’s culture through the lens of literature and film, from the
Japanese colonial period to today. By studying important works by great
writers and filmmakers, students will become familiar with the great historical,
political, social, and cultural changes that have taken place over the past
century. Important concepts introduced include: the historical conditions of
colonial modernity, postcoloniality, postmodernity; and the aesthetics of
realism, surrealism, modernism, and nativism in literature and film. Course
materials will encourage students to reflect on gender, sexuality, indigeneity,
and other pressing social questions, in order to understand Taiwan better, and to
place Taiwan into a global context.
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AP course objectives corelearning - &+
i : outcomes 100%
Yt S T 1. rE:]%ca%rpner?I(;?:rz;mted with Taiwan’s Cs sk 60%
RA T 247 E£ & [ 3#@ w2 % 2. Study and analyze important works
e & of fiction, poetry, and film PEEA 0%
3. B faE i Ak & 2 @ ehgses 3. Understand the complicated
# relationship between art and AR 4 15%
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(teaching and assessment methods for course objectives)

* % £ (teaching methods) gy =2g 2 % (evaluation)
Ie_cture ?i*)“ attendance and participation 10%
discussion 3t# regular response papers 25%
video screenings #: % 3 pt midterm assignment  25%
music appreciation § % % ¥ final assignment  40%

Bz (B EHENMF -~V IE ) THER - F31)
(course content and homework / tests schedule)

Unit 1: Colonial Taiwan p ;5 pFgp = g 4
1. Course Introduction A7 4
2. Realist Fiction: Lai Ho, selected stories & ¥ i & | 35 @ #f o] 3iE
3. Surrealist Poetry: Windmill Poetry Society, selected poems Az 3§ i &Fh @ kb & FALiF:E
4. Colonial Identltles Wu Zhuoliu, Orphan of Asia (excerpts) 72 % i & T ¥ 2 3nfF @ £ §on

(I ' 37 938 52 ) (#ﬁ;f‘;‘)

Unit 2: Taiwan Under Martial Law =% Bip #p © e 4 4
5. February 28: Wan Jen, Super Citizen Ko = = ~E 2 : § = (&% x ®L)
6. Anticommunist Literature: Jiang Gui, Whirlwind (excerpts) * = ~ & : £ § (*&h ) (340
7. Exile and Life in the Military Compound: Stories by Zhang Dachun, Su Weizhen, Zhu Tianxin
PAEFHAFE DR F ~RKip )~ A2 o RE
8. Midterm Assignment #p 7 ¥ %
9. Literary Modernism: Bai Xianyong, Taipei People (excerpts) st i &~ % 1 v L § (o

L) (8

10. Native Soil: Wang Zhenhe, Rose Rose | Love You (excerpts) 5%+ <= & @ 3 § fv {(Iemscm A
€ in) (&)

11. The Pain of Urbanization: Hou Hsiao-hsien, The Boys from Fengkuei 3% # it & 35 : & £ F
(B A% ket )

Unit 3: An Island in Transition ##& 3| ¢ 1§ e
12. Student Movements and Democratization: Green Team, Why Aren’t You Angry? & :i& g % i
EA S e (RERTHR | E5E)
13. Postmodernity: Selected poems of Hsia Y, Chen Li, Lin Yaode S 4%w 1 § 3 ~ % ~
HoAg
14. Environmental Crisis: Wu Ming-yi, The Man with Compound Eyes (excerpts) ¥ # & # : % B
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15. Queer Taiwan: Selected stories by Ji Dawei, Qiu Maojin, Chen Xue, etc. 524 @ & < ¥ ~
Ry E R ] EE

16. Indigenous Taiwan: Syaman Rapongan, selections & ¥4 8 @ § & « F < ] 3

17. The Perils of Affluence: Edward Yang, YiYi - B4 &% 2 2% 1 b (- - )

18. Final Assignment #p % i® %

FPERELED (R0 ek h  REF - RP)
(textbook & other references)

Wu Zhuoliu, Orphan of Asia (New York: Columbia University Press, 2006)

Jiang Gui, The Whirlwind (San Francisco: Chinese Materials Center, 1977)

Bai Xianyong, Taipei People (Hong Kong: Chinese University of HK Press, 2000)
Wang Zhenhe, Rose, Rose, | Love You (New York: Columbia University Press, 1998)
Wu Ming-yi, The Man with the Compound Eyes (London: Harvill Secker, 2013)
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(teaching aids & teacher's website)
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