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Exploring Our Asian Neighbors: Politics, Economics and Society
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Asia is a continent full of various polity forms, economic systems, and
cultures. Strong cultural linkages, robust economic growth and historically
induced rivalries exist side by side in this continent, creating a diversified but
dynamic environment in world politics today.

This course attempts to introduce 7 Asian countries that have close connections
with Taiwan: the Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand, and Vietnam from Southeast
Asia; India, Sri Lanka, and Nepal from South Asia.

By examine the political and economic systems, cultures, and will address
major issues and development concerning the above-mentioned countries. With
the help of country-specific guest students, the lecturer will also lead students
to explore the major challenges faced by these countries. The course will also
arrange two off-campus tours: exploring ASEAN Square of Taichung, and
tasting of Indian cuisine in one of local Indian restaurant.

The course will combine traditional lecturing, on-line learning, off-campus
tour, and quiz sessions to make it an interactive learning experience. Each
student is also required to submit a final paper- An Action Plan of a Research
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Trip to an Asian Country of their choice.
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Hy On-line Quiz 40%
Final report (individual) 40%
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(course content and homework / tests schedule)

Week 1 Registration and Introduction of the Course

South-East Asia

Week 2 Philippine Country Profile

Week 3  Discussion: Philippine-Taiwan relations

Week 4 Vietnam Country Profile

Week 5 Discussion: Urbanization and Urban Growth in Vietnam

Week 6 Thailand Country Profile

Week 7 Discussion: Demography trends and Middle-Income Trap of Thailand
Week 8 Indonesia Country Profile

Week 9 Discussion: Indonesian Islam: A Role Model for Islamic Countries?
Week 10 A Trip to ASEAN SQUARE, Taichung

South Asia

Week 11 India Country Profile

Week 12  Discussion: What Does it mean to be a “non-man” in Modern India?

Week 13  Sri Lanka Country Profile

Week 14 Discussion: What is next for Sri Lanka?

Week 15 Nepal Country Profile

Week 16 Discussion: Environmental Crisis of Nepal

Week 17 Let’s Try Some INDIAN FOOD Today!

Week 18 Submission of Final Report: An Action Plan of a Research Trip to an Asian Country
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1. {Makers of Modern Asia) Guha, Ramchandra (ed.), Harvard Business Press: Cambridge, 2014

2. ( A History of Southeast Asia) Cotterell, Arthur, Marshall Cavendish International (Asia) Pte Ltd.,
2014

3. {From the Ruins of Empire: The Revolt Against the West and the Remaking of Asia) Mishra, Pankaj,
Penguin Random House, Torronto, 2012

4. New Mandala: New Perspectives on Southeast Asia https://www.newmandala.org/

5. Himal South Asia: A Review Magazine that Covers South Asia https://himalmag.com/

FAeK A (KB A R FolhAap 2 fen)
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