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AL i This is an introductory course on issues in relation to women in Taiwan. In this

course we focus on social phenomena and questions regarding various groups
of women in contemporary Taiwan, including lesbian identity, sexual
liberation, international marriage, and migrant labor. We study works of
feminist interest and social scientific approach, and with those works we
attempt an understanding of the situations and experiences women in Taiwan
may go through in everyday life. Through this course we learn from and
appreciate issues that concern women in Taiwanese history and society. With
this course we also learn to become familiar with feminist thinking in
Taiwanese modern history as well as social culture, and with a respectful mind
we shall be familiar with feminist discourses in Taiwan.
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o |The general idea and history of Taiwanese women’s conditions; predominant patriarchal
mechanisms in Taiwan; the transformation of family structure in relation to women’s status
in Taiwan.

Reading: “Introduction” and “Taiwanese Feminist History,” Women in Taiwan. 1-2; 15-30
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The general history of feminism in Taiwan, including its development, its primary
3 |concerns and struggles, its accomplishments and possible dilemmas, and its current
conditions.

Reading: “The Struggles of Taiwanese Feminism,” Women in Taiwan. 3-14
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The development of the struggle of women toward the self-determination of the body and
4 Isexual liberation in Taiwan’s feminism; current feminist discourses in Taiwan on the
subject of female sexual liberation and self-determination.

Reading: “The Autonomous Women’s Movement and Feminist Discourse in the
Post-Martial Law Era,” Women’s Movements in Twentieth-Century Taiwan. 118-156.
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Radical feminist discourses in Taiwan and the efforts to deconstruct patriarchal thinking
5 and fight for female sexual liberation; the prospect of gender discourses in Taiwan to
further consider the question of women’s sexual desire and agency.

Reading: “The Autonomous Women’s Movement and Feminist Discourse in the
Post-Martial Law Era,”(cont.) and “Conclusion,” Women’s Movements in
Twentieth-Century Taiwan. 118-156, 157-166.
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To think and dISCUSS the topics from week 2 through week 5 concretely, by watching a
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representative Taiwanese movie.
Film appreciation: Eat Drink Man Woman (1994) or When Love Comes (2010)
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7 Sexual industry in Taiwan; the commercialization and commaodification of sex; women in
Taiwan’s sexual industries, their labor, employment rights, everyday lives, exploitation, as
well as Taiwan’s commercial sex culture.
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Lesbianism, same-sex desires, and gay/lesbian right movements in Taiwan
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Film Appreciation: Drifting Flowers or Candy Rain
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11 |Gender, race, and feminist discourses; an analysis joining the ideas of race and gender to
think critically the intersecting race and gender politics on feminist issues: Reading
“Mapping the Margins”.
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12 |Gender, race, and feminist discourses; to think critically in the analytic intersection of race
and gender; how this analytic position can help to think gender and feminist issues in
Taiwan’s context.
Reading “Mapping the Margins”(cont.)
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13 |Transnational marriage and transnational brides in Taiwan; the emergence of imported
brides from Southeast Asia, their countries of origin, their geographic distribution in
Taiwan, the social strata in which they are located.
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14 [Transnational marriage and transnational brides in Taiwan; the change of domestic culture
of families with transnational marriages, the impacts on gender and labor, socio-cultural
adaptation and communication, raising and educating offspring, and related social
assistance provided by the administrations.
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15 |Gender and migrant female laborers in Taiwan; the emergence Southeast Asian migrant

worker women in Taiwan, their countries of origin, the historical background of their
arrival, and the socio-political development in Taiwan that enables this emergence.
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16 Gender and migrant female laborers in Taiwan; how Southeast Asian migrant worker
women engage social interactions in contexts like at work or on holidays, how they
socialize with friends or employers, and how their social existence may inspire to rethink
gender and gender studies in Taiwan.
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Film appreciation: Flying in the Darkness (2010) or Money and Honey (2011)
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18 Conclusion
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