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This subject will be a journey to the near future where students will be
challenged to consider their philosophical and ethical positions in a radically
different world. Scientific and technological advancement is accelerating at an
exponential rate, and many experts are predicting profound and fundamental
transformations to our lives and societies over the next 30 years. Some of these
areas include personalized clones, designing your own baby, ending aging,
computer implants, all-seeing surveillance, artificial intelligence and robotics,
and the 'Singularity'.

This course will examine two aspects of these changes: Firstly, their scientific
basis; and Secondly, our philosophical and ethical responses to them. Seven
specific topics will be discussed, each for two weeks. The scientific basis of
each topic will be introduced the first week, followed by a debate and
discussion of the philosophical and ethical implications of that advancement in
the second week. Students will give presentations on selected topics, as well as
participate in debates on the philosophical and ethical considerations of each
topic.

The key outcomes of this course include developing presentation and debating
skills, developing an awareness of scientific and technological trends, and
learning to challenge and adapt your own philosophical views to new scenarios.
English ability will not contribute directly to students grades, but lectures,
debates and discussions will be conducted completely in English.
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Debate Moderator 5%
Discussion Moderator 5%
Class participation 10%

Class Attendance
1% absence 0%
2" absence - 2%
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XS Debate 15% 3" absence - 3% (total -5%)
Presentation 15% 4™ absence - 4% (total -9%)
Major Essay 30%

Final Exam 20% >4 absences = fail
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Week 1 — Introduction

Week 2 — Debating and Presentation Methods

Week 3 — Lecture A: Deriving Ethics from Science

Week 4 — Debate Topic A: Science Can Provide an Objective Set of Morals and Ethics.

Week 5 — Lecture B: Surveillance and Human Bio-chipping

Week 6 — Debate Topic B: The World is a Better Place because 'Big Brother' is Watching

Week 7 — Lecture C: 'Designer Babies'. Choosing our babies genes and controlling evolution

Week 8 — Debate Topic C: Responsible parents will design their baby's genome

Week 9 — Essay Writing

Week 10 — Lecture D: Cloning

Week 11 — Debate Topic D: Having a 'spare parts' clone is immoral

Week 12 — Lecture E: Ending Aging

Week 13 — Debate Topic E: | want to live forever

Week 14 — Lecture F: Artificial intelligence, Robotics, Nanotechnology

Week 15 — Debate Topic F: Human-created Al machines will be the most likely cause of human
extinction




Week 16 — Lecture G: The Singularity

Week 17 — Debate Topic G: If humans become completely non-biological, then we have become
extinct

Week 18 — Final Exam
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