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In the last 20 years, there has been a remarkable emergence of innovations and
technological advances that are generating promising changes and opportunities
for sustainable agriculture, yet at the same time the agricultural sector
worldwide faces numerous daunting challenges. Not only is the agricultural
sector expected to produce adequate food, fiber, and feed, and contribute to
biofuels to meet the needs of a rising global population, it is expected to do so
under increasingly scarce natural resources and climate change. Growing
awareness of the unintended impacts associated with some agricultural
production practices has led to heightened societal expectations for improved
environmental, community, labor, and animal welfare standards in agriculture.
This course reviews the state of knowledge on farming practices, technologies,
and management systems that have the potential to improve the environmental,
social, and economic sustainability of agriculture, and discusses the tradeoffs
and risks that might occur if more farms were to adopt those practices,
technologies, and systems. This course also identifies knowledge gaps for
future actions to improve agricultural sustainability.
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Toward Sustainable Agricultural Systems in the 21st Century
(https://download.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12832)

The top 100 questions of importance to the future of global agriculture. (doi:10.3763/ijas.2010.0534,
http://www.biotaiwan.org.tw/download/structure4/Yi-Yang%20L ee/201012.pdf)
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